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CLINICAL EFFECTIVENESS COMMITTEE
CHILD PROTECTION IN

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS

A summary of good practice

The purpose of this document is to outline the steps all A&E departments should take to ensure adequate awareness and safe
management of child protection issues, on both a case-by-case basis, and as a background safety net.

THE ARMAMENTARIUM (Safety net systems):

1. The Trust's Child Protection Policy
2. Notification letters of every child’s A&E attendance to:

a. The General Practitioner

The midwife if under 10 days (faxed urgently)
or the Health Visitor for 10 days to 5 years
and ideally the School Nurse for 5-16s!
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In-house training for all junior doctors and nurses at induction

Easy access to local Child Protection Register(s) by limited staff (senior nurses and doctors) — preferably electronically

Consider the checklist?, inserted into the notes of all under 5s, as an aide memoire to prompt awareness of child protection issues
For larger departments seeing >18,000 new child attendances per annum, consider a weekly, multidisciplinary, psychosocial
meeting to review cases of concern. (This is also an opportunity for education of, and dialogue between staff.)

7. An alert system for frequent attenders?
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INDIVIDUAL CASES  After assessment of the child, establish level of concern:

GREEN = No Concern
YELLOW = Minor concern or not sure

RED = More than minor concern, need further advice

GREEN > . .
Routine notification letter to GP
plus midwife/health
visitor/school nurse

YELLOW Consult the appropriate Child and siblings not known:

Child Protection Register Flag system for ‘next day’ alert
to A&E Liaison Health Visitor
Child or siblings on the CP
Register
RED — | Refer Senior

A

Paediatrician +/- Social
Worker as per Trust Child
Protection Policy

2004
Review - January 2005



